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GENERAL MEETING  
of the PEI Bluegrass & Old Time Music 

Society  
To be scheduled and announced for 

September, 2016 

  
Did you hear the news?  We are in the latest 
edition of Bluegrass Canada!!  Please take a 
look at the article by Mike Kirley as he has an in 
depth interview with our very own wonderful 
Shirley Jay.  It is so great to have this kind of 
publicity to help promote our Bluegrass Island. 
Thank you Shirley for all that you do and for 
sharing this interview.  The full interview is 
attached at the end of newsletter.  I encourage 
everyone to take a look on the Bluegrass 
Canada website (www.bluegrasscanada.org) 
and join up as a member to receive your very 
own copy of the Bluegrass Canada magazine.  
Read on and stay tuned in near the end for the 
interview.   

 
THE BLUEGRASS MUSIC ASSOCIATION 
OF CANADA 

  For more info:    
info@bluegrasscanada.ca 
www.bluegrasscanada.ca 

Jam Sessions 

There is now a slow Bluegrass Jam happening 
every Thursday evening in the County Fair Mall's 
new Community room in Summerside, hosted by 
Bill Walsh. Time is from 7pm - 9pm. 

Murphy Centre Bluegrass Slow Jams, hosted by 
Caroline Jones, begin on Wednesday December 
9th, 7PM carolynjones@bellaliant.net 
 
Bluegrass Jams  at The BUZZ, hosted by Peter and 
Nancy Richards, every two weeks.  Next Jam is: 
to be announced.  
Please use back door entrance (by the balloon) 

For Friday / Other Jams contact Shirley at: 
smedleyjay@icloud.com 

The PEI Bluegrass & Old Time Music Society is a 
non-profit organization that has as one of its 
objectives; the promotion of Bluegrass & Old Time 
Music on PEI. Come out and learn about the music 
and have fun! 
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What I Learned on the Internet 
about  

Bluegrass Music! 

 
 
A Birthday Goodbye to a Country Music icon 
and legend Merle Haggard.  Merle has passed 
away on his 79th birthday on April 6, 2016 after 
a series of health issues.  He was born Merle 
Ronald Haggard in 1937 outside of the famous 
Bakersfield California.  Bakersfield is known for 
its unique sound and style of country music and 
Merle was right in the heart of the action.   
Merle Haggard is known for being one of the 
premier country music artists and has produced 
many albums, records, collaborations and 
performed for thousands of fans.   
On October 2, 2007 Haggard released an album 
entitled “The Bluegrass Sessions”.  It was 
released on the McCoury and Hag Record label 
and featured Alison Krauss (Vocals), Marty 
Stuart (Mandolin, Guitar), Rob Ickes (Dobro).  It 
was recorded in Ricky Skaggs’s studio in just 
two days and encompassed his love for 
traditional music.   
Haggard admits that he never really immersed 
himself in Bluegrass; “Bluegrass is an area of 
music that I never really ventured into before.  
But I’ve always loved it, and I just thought it 
would be neat to go down there (the studio), and 
work with Ronnie Reno and Marty Stuart, and 
have them help me do one”.(swampland.com) 
In an interview on CMT, Merle was asked “When 
you think of bluegrass, who do you think is doing 
the best work out there?”.  He answered by 
saying “I think bluegrass may be the only 
country music that’s really alive. You talk about 

roots, they may be the only people actually 
playing their instruments and refusing to use 
tuners and things of that nature.  There are some 
people around like Marty Stuart and Ronnie 
Reno that are still trying to hold it in the road. 
They’re friends of mine and people I asked to 
help me make that record (The Bluegrass 
Sessions). And it’s a minority. It’s a cult music, 
and I think it’s that way because it refuses to 
alter.”  He went on further to say “I went through 
many, many stacks of songs and tried to find 
things that I thought would work well in these 
surroundings.  Bluegrass people are the salt of 
the earth, kind of no-baloney audience.  If you’re 
going to play something and you’re going to 
hook it, you’d better hook it good-it”.  Merle 
really understood that it is important to speak to 
your audience and he tried to hone in on his love 
of bluegrass music.  I highly recommend getting 
a hold of his album and take a listen.  You will be 
missed Merle Haggard, thank you for all of the 
joy you have brought to people through music.   
 

 
Music PEI Announces 2016 Award Nominees 
 
Congratulations to our very own Dunromin on 

being nominated 
for the Roots 
Traditional 
Recording of the 
year for their 
album entitled 
Memories!!!! 
This is a very 
deserving award 
to some hard 
working and very 
talented 
individuals.  
Dunromin 
consists of Harold 

Noye (mandolin), Marnie Noye (bass), Vans 
Bryant (guitar, dobro) and recently John Campbell 
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(fiddle).  The album Memories was a collaboration 
of Harold, Marnie and Vans.  Dunromin will be 
appearing at the PEI Bluegrass & Old Time Music 
Society Concert at the BIS Hall May 1st at 2:00.  
Please come on down to show them your support! 
The Music PEI Awards Party will be held at the 
Rodd Charlottetown on Sunday, May 22nd, time to 
be announced.   
Music PEI, the music industry association for 
Prince Edward Island, is excited to announce the 
nominees for the 15th annual Music PEI Awards. 
The event annually celebrates the creativity, 
accomplishments, and dedication of our artists and 
industry. Each year, Music PEI hands out over 30 
awards to deserving artists and industry 
professionals.  The best of luck to Dunromin! 
 

 
The members of Dunromin are very busy 
making music and helping to foster a love of 
Bluegrass Music in us all.  They are passionate 
about what they do and are also very kind and 
generous in sharing both their time and 
knowledge of their craft.  Harold and Marnie 
Noye have been working within the community 
schools to provide mandolin lessons to students 
within the Summerside area. 
Within the month of January and February, Vans 
Bryant has been very kind to open his house to 
hold a 6 week instrument lesson in guitar, 
mandolin and dobro.  Many thanks to Harold, 
Marnie and Vans for their dedication and 
generosity.   
Stay tuned to see more of John and Harold in 
another featured article that appeared within 
the Journal Pioneer. 
 
Bluegrass On The Tube 
Get Bluegrass Music Videos sent to your email 
everyday by subscribing to Bluegrass On The 
Tube.  Dedicated to the preservation and 
enjoyment of bluegrass music past and present 
http://www.bluegrassonthetube.com/ 
 
Jerry’s  Bluegrass news 
"UPCOMING EVENTS"  

• 2016, 04, 22 - BLUEGRASS JAM - CHARLOTTETOWN, 
PEI 

• 2016, 04, 23 - COUNTRY & WESTERN JAMBOREE - 
UPPER NINE MILE RIVER, NS 

• 2016, 04, 25 - BLUEGRASS AND ACOUSTIC MUSIC 
CONCERT - SUMMERSIDE, PEI 

• 2016, 05, 01 - BLUEGRASS & OLDTIME MUSIC 
CONCERT - CHARLOTTETOWN, PEI 

• 2016, 05, 07 - BLUEGRASS TRADITION CD RELEASE 
SHOW - OYSTER POND, NS 

• 2016, 06, 24 to 25 - ROGERSVILLE COUNTRY MUSIC 
FESTIVAL - ROGERSVILLE, NB 

• 2016, 07, 14 to 17 - KEMPT SHORE ACOUSTIC 
MARITIME MUSIC FESTIVAL - KEMPT SHORE, NS 

• 2016, 07, 21 to 24 - 45TH ANNUAL NOVA SCOTIA 
BLUEGRASS & OLDTIME MUSIC FESTIVAL - BIBLE 
HILL,  

• St. Louis Bluegrass & Old Time Music Festival June 
24-26, 2016 

• Evangeline Bluegrass & Traditional Music Festival 
July 8-10, 2016 

• PEI Red Clay Bluegrass Festival August 21-23, 2016 
Send your NEWS! We want to hear from you.  Please send 
us your offerings for the Fall 2016 Newsletter: 
smedleyjay@icloud.com 

Recipes 
 

Kentucky Butter Cake Ingredients  

 
• 3 cups unbleached all-purpose flour 
• 2 cups white sugar 
• 1 teaspoon salt 
• 1 teaspoon baking powder 
• ½ teaspoon baking soda 
• 1 cup buttermilk 
• 1 cup butter 
• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract  
• 4 eggs 
• ¾ cup white sugar 
• 1/3 cup butter 
• 3 tablespoons water 
• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

Congratulations! 

3 

http://www.bluegrassonthetube.com/
http://jerrysnews.com/
mailto:smedleyjay@icloud.com


Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees 

C). Grease and flour a 10 inch Bundt pan. 
2. In a large bowl, mix the flour, 2 cups sugar, 

salt, baking powder and baking soda. Blend 
in buttermilk, 1 cup of butter, 2 teaspoons 
of vanilla and 4 eggs. Beat for 3 minutes at 
medium speed. Pour batter into prepared 
pan. 

3. Bake in preheated oven for 60 minutes, or 
until a wooden toothpick inserted into 
center of cake comes out clean. Prick holes 
in the still warm cake. Slowly pour sauce 
over cake. Let cake cool before removing 
from pan. 

4. To Make Butter Sauce: In a saucepan 
combine the remaining 3/4 cups sugar, 1/3 
cup butter, 2 teaspoons vanilla, and the 
water. Cook over medium heat, until fully 
melted and combined, but do not boil. 

 
Kentucky Biscuits Ingredients 

 
• 2 cups all-purpose flour 
• 2 ½ teaspoons baking powder 
• ½ teaspoon baking soda 
• 1 dash salt 
• 1 tablespoon white sugar 
• ½ cup butter 
• ¾ cup buttermilk 
Directions 
1. Preheat oven to 400 degrees F (200 degrees 

C). 
2. In a bowl, mix the flour, baking powder, 

baking soda, salt, and sugar. Cut in 1/2 cup 
butter until the mixture resembles coarse 
crumbs. Mix in the buttermilk. Turn out 
onto a lightly floured surface, and knead 2 
minutes. Transfer to an ungreased baking 

sheet, roll into a 6x6 inch square, and cut 
into 12 even sections. Do not separate. 

3. Bake 15 minutes in the preheated oven, 
until a knife inserted in the center of the 
square comes out clean. Separate into 
biscuits, and serve hot. 

 
Kentucky Lace Cakes Ingredients 

 
• 1 ¼ cups milk 
• 1 tablespoon vinegar 
• 1 egg 
• 1 cup cornmeal 
• ½ teaspoon salt 
• ½ teaspoon baking soda 
• 1 tablespoon butter, divided 
Directions 
1. Combine the milk and vinegar in a bowl; set 

aside until the milk sours, about 5 minutes. 
2. Stir the egg, cornmeal, salt, and baking soda 

into the milk mixture until evenly mixed. 
3. Melt some of the butter in a large skillet 

over medium heat. Pour 1/2 cup of the 
cornmeal mixture onto the skillet and cook 
until bubbles appear on the surface, 2 to 3 
minutes. Flip with a spatula and cook until 
browned on the other side, 1 to 2 minutes 
more. Repeat until all batter is used. 

 
Thanks for 
Tuning your 
ears in for 
this edition 
of Pick N’ 
Licks! 
Allen Boland 
Editor 
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31st Annual PEI Bluegrass and Old Time Music 
Festival 

at The Festival Grounds In Rollo Bay, PEI - July 1, 2, & 3, 
2016 

The 31st annual PEI Bluegrass and Old Time Music Festival 
features:Volume Five, The Farm Hands Quartet and Stacy 

Grubb, as well as perennial favourites, 
The Bluegrass Diamonds, back for their 23rd time. 

The local and regional bands will be announced as soon as 
we have them finally booked. 

 
 
 

Also all your island favourites. 
 

Island bands will be added in due course according to 
availability. 

 
We will also have a full lineup of acoustic instrument 

workshops, a children’s program, open mic on Wed June 
29th & Thur June 30th, and lots of concessions and fun for 

the whole family. 
Check our website at: www.peibluegrass.tripod.com for more 

information on the festival 
 

Gates open Wednesday June 29th at 
1:00PM. For advanced tickets or 

information call: 
Glenda Johnston (902)569-4501, or Shirley Jay (902)566-

2641 
 

We are in constant contact with many other bands and hope 
to present the finest lineup in the Maritimes this summer. 

Stay tuned for more information on bookings. 
 

We reserve the right to change the program without 
prior notice. 
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Bluegrass	  &	  Old	  Time	  	  
♪Music♪Concert♪	  

Sunday,	  May	  1,	  2016	  	  
2:00	  p.m.	  

BIS	  Hall,	  582	  North	  River	  Road,	  Charlottetown	  
	  

Featuring	  PEI	  Bluegrass	  Musicians……..	  
Dunromin	  

Harold	  Noye,	  Vans	  Bryant,	  
Marnie	  Noye,	  John	  Campbell	  
Bluegrass	  Revival	  

Bill	  Chalmers,	  Cherie	  LeMoine,	  Glenda	  Johnston	  	  
Peter	  LeMoine,	  Shirley	  Smedley	  Jay,	  David	  Clarke	  

Wheatley	  River	  
David	  Tingley,	  Mark	  Van	  Ryn,	  

Allen	  Boland,	  Ann	  Hay	  
Blue	  Zone	  

Mim	  Murphy,	  John	  Campbell	  
Harold	  Noye,	  Gary	  Arsenault	  

	  
MC:	  	  Deloras	  Boudreau	  
Sound:	  	  Gordon	  Hay	  

	  
$10	  per	  person	  at	  the	  door	  

Coffee/Tea	  &	  Cookies	  &	  50/50	  
Proceeds:	  PEI	  Bluegrass	  &	  Old	  Time	  Music	  Society	  



 
Summerside trio builds handmade guitars 

Millicent McKay 
Published on April 07, 2016 
 

In John Campbell’s workshop, he and his buddies, Harold 
Noye and Wayne Gallant, huddle in a circle tuning their 
guitars. “Give me the first note,” Campbell says and Noye 
gently picks at the strings of his handmade Martin HD-28 
guitar. In fact, all of their guitars are handmade models of 
herringbone dreadnought guitars. 

The group started to build them on Feb. 17. “They’re not 
kits, all from scratch starting with a rough piece of board,” 
said Gallant. “Wayne and I built one last winter, and then 
this year we got Harold involved. We had so much fun,” 
said Campbell. 

All three guitars were built differently and making them 
was no small feat, taking about 100 hours to build. “That’s 
not all at once; we had fun, jokes were told and laughs were 
had. We didn’t rush,” said Campbell. 

The tops of the guitars were built out of Adirondack spruce 
with the sides and back made of rosewood.  “We got three 
sets out of one board. The body is made out of two halves, 
so you match those up and then you do the same for the 
back,” added Noye.  

Each guitar is made with the exact materials of Martin 
guitars, Campbell pointed out. “You gotta soak the wood 
for the sides,” Noye continued to explain, “and then put 
them in this mold that the boys made, that’s what gives 
them the shape.”  

The toughest part to build was the neck. “You have to chip 
and sand until you’re blue in the face,” said Noye. “If the 
frets are off by even a fraction, the sound changes.” Any 
problems the group ran into were worked through as a 
team, said Gallant. 

“There were never any big setbacks.” Each guitar was 
custom-made depending on what sound the player was 
going for. The desired sound dictated the thickness of the 
body. 

“If you’re a bluegrass player and looking for this sound, 
then you want this thickness,” said Gallant. 

All three men have been interested in music since they can 
remember, drawing inspiration from the bluegrass era of 
the ’50s and ’60s. 

“I find it easier to build them than play them,” noted 
Gallant, “but Harold and John are part of a local bluegrass 
band, Dunromin. They’re nominated for an award this 
year.” 

“Bluegrass music is acoustic. We’re not plugged into 
amplifiers. It’s a lot of instrumental breaks,” explained 
Noye. 

They’re instruments are not quite complete yet. “We’re 
hoping to get them finished so we can play them in our 
show at the Summerside Legion in two weeks, on April 
18,” said Campbell. 

“We’ll sand them off nice and smooth and put a sealing, 
then a few more coats.” A lacquer finish is next and the 
final task is to “polish them and make them shiny.” 

“I think they sound lovely, better than something you could 
buy. I think they’re wonderful,” said Noye grabbing his 
guitar and starting into a Hank Williams tune. 

http://www.journalpioneer.com/Author-Millicent-McKay/7594/1
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